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1 6 DEC  1957 


MAE  LOR  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

— oqoOooo 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956/ 


Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1956. 


, The  population  esuimaueo.  at  4,940  for  June  1956  compares 

with  that  of  5j350  for  1955  a decrease  of  410  since  1955  probably 
mainly  cue  to  a decrease  in  tne  Polish  population.  A decrease  of 
1,800  since  the  1951  Census  i.e.  26.6%. 


As  already  noted  population  figures  include  Poles  and 
any  members  of  the  armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  district.  This 
population  being  now  termed  the  home  population.  This  population 
figure  forms  .a  basis  for  the  caJ-culation  of  any  vital  statistical 
rates,  and  births  and  deaths  of  persons  not  local  inhabitants  are  also 
included  in  the  returns. 


The  presence  in  the  District  of  a Polish  hospital 
including  a win g for  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  weighs  our 
death  returns  heavily,  particularly  in  the  case  of  persons  dying 
from  tuberculosis.  J ^ 


The  deaths  from  all  causes  during  the  year  were  67  giving 
a death  rate  of  11.4  per  1,000  of  the  home  population  as  compared  with 

? in  and  a ratofcr  England  and  Wales  of  11. 7 per 

1,000  in  1956. 


Tde  births  in  1956  were  84  giving  a birth  rate  of  17.4 
per  1,000  of  the  home  population  as  compared  with  a.  figure  of  15.7 
per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales.  This  rate  again  is  for  the  total 
population  including  Polish  births. 


. . Deaths  from  tuberculosis  accounted  for  3 of  the  total 
deaths  giving  a.  rate  of  10.6  per  1,000  of  the  home  population  as 
compared  with  a rate  of  O.32  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wale©, 
aeath  occmred  m a local  person  the  other  being  Poles 

There  were  6 deaths  from  cancer  as  compared  with  10  in 

1955. 


One 


. _ . There  were  2 deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age 

an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  .24  per  1,000  total  births. 


Infectious  disea.se  being  light  during  the  yea,r. 

ITo  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

d must  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
and  Members  for  uheir  co-operation  and  all  your  Officers  who  have 
helped  me  to  compile  this  report. 


I have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  CATHCART 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres)  ••••••  29,  749 

Population  (Estimated  June  1956)  •••  4,940 

Density  ......  0.l6 

Inhabited  houses  ......  ......  1,440 

New  houses  certified  ...  ......  3 

Births  ......  ......  84- 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  ...  ......  17*4 

Deaths  ......  67 

Death  rate  per  1,000  ...  ......  ......  11.4 

Deaths  under  the  age  of  1 year  .....  ••••••  2 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  related  Births  ...  24.0 

Death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  0.60 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Rateable  Value  £31,220. 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate  £ 132*  18.  11c 

The  Rural  District  of  Maelor  is  a completely  detached 
part  of  Flintshire,  situated  to  the  south-east  of  the  County  on  the 
English  bank  of  the  Dee.  Set  on  the  borders  of  England  and  Wales 
the  area,  roughly  shaped  like  a diamond  is  11  miles  from  East  to  West 
and  6 miles  from  North  to  South.  The  River  Dee  with  Denbighshire 
beyond  bounds  the  District  in  the  West,  whilst  to  the  North  lies 
Cheshire  and  to  the  East  and  South  Shropshire. 

The  whole  district  is  fertile  and  well  cultivated  so 
that  the  principal  industries  are  agriculture  and  its  associated 
rural  undertakings . 

It  is  one  of  the  richest  milk  producing  areas  in  the 

whole  country 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
,JH  TH%  A REA 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  consist  of  : - 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  Allan  Cathcart,  M.B.,  Ch.B:  D.T.M.  & H:  BPH. 
Public  Health  Officer 

Mr.  R.L.  Higgins,  M.R.S.I. 


2.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Bacteriological 
Department,  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester,  the  Bacteriological  Department 
of  the  University  of  Liverpool  and  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway,  the  latter  being  used  particularly  for  the 
Bacteriological  Examination  cf  Water  Samples.  The  Examination 
of  Milk  Samples  is  done  at  the  University  College  of  North  Wales, 
Bangor . 

3*  Ambulanc  e Faci  title  s 

These  facilities  are  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Flintshire  County  Council,  which  authority  has  arranged  for  the 
stationing  of  a vehicle  in  the  Maelor  District* 

4.  Hospitals 


Infectious  diseases:  Wrexham  Isolation  Hospital. 

General:  Hospitals  outside  the  County  are  used 

for  General  cases; - 

Royal  Infirmary,  Chester 
Wrexham  War  Memorial  Hospital 
Wrexham  Emergency  Hospital 
Ellesmere  Cottage  Hospital 
Whitchurch  Cottage  Hospital 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  one  large  Ministry  of 
Health  Hospital  for  Polish  Persons  is  situated  in  the  area; 

Polish  General  Hospital  situate  at  Penley  - 
General  cases,  with  a wing  for  T.B.  patients. 


5*  Maternity 

Patients  are  admitted  when  necessary  to  a Maternity 
Home  either  at  Gresford  or  Wrexham  (both  Homes  being  outside 
the  County) • 

6.  Clinics 


A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  Penley 
on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  in  every  month,  where  as  in 
previous  years  sterling  service  has  been  provided  by  a Ladies 
Voluntary  Cuiiimittee  of  which  The  Dowager  Lady  Kenyon  is  secretary. 
Many  thanks  for  the  help  of  these  ladies  during  the  year. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28858001 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DIPHTHERIA 


Diphtheria  Prophylactic  Antigen  is  used  by 
Medical  Practitioners  for  the  immunization  of 
children  in  the  area. 

The  County  Council  offer  immunization  in  the 
C.W.  Clinic  at  Penley.  Standard  practice  now  is 
early  protection  beginning  at  5 months  with 
Diphtheria  Pertussis  Prophylactic,  in  addition 
many  school  children  are  given  "booster"  inoculations 
in  schools  at  the  age  of  5/6  years. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 

No  action  was  taken  under  Sctio  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


No  action  taken. 


POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNIZATION 


„„„This  proJect  was  launched  early  in  1956  and  selected 
age  groups  were  immunized. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Disease  j 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

j 

Cases  admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Dp  a+  Vic? 

Small  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Diphtheria 

-L 

*■ 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia 

” 

mm 

Cerebro  Spinal 

mm 

Fever 

Measles 

2 

mm 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

14 

“ 

Erys ipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

_ 

Opthaimia 

Neonatorum 

Acute 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis  ; 

- 

Dysentery 

"*‘l  — '■  - " — . 

2 

2 

- 
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CAUSES 


OF 


DEATH 


all  causes 

1.  Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis  other 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whoopin g Cough 

6*  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Stomach) 

” Sl  (Lung  & Bronchus) 

12.  " " (Brest) 

13  • 11  , " (Uterus) 

14.  Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
lp  • Leukaemia  Aleukasmia 
16.  Diabetes 

17 • Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
18.  Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 

19*  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

21,  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

22,  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25,  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

26,  Ulcer  of  Sto,mach  and  Duodenum 

27.  Gastritis  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
2o.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

29»  Hyperphlasia  of  Prostate 

30.  Pregnancy  Childbirth  Abortion 

31»  Congenital  Malformations 

32»  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

33 • Motor  Vihicle  Accidents 

34,  All  other  Accidents 

35*  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Total  Deaths 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  ’THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Disease 

Under 

1 

1 and 
under 
3 

3 and 
under 

5 

5 and 
under 
10 

10  and 
under 

15 

15  & ' 
undar 

25 

over 

25 

Non 

Civil 

-ian 

4 

?otai'' 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

• 

Diphtheria 

•m 

\ 

1 

; 

Enteric  Fever 

rn 

•N 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

_ 

9m 

•* 

Pneumonia 

“ 

**• 

Erysipelas 

9m 

990 

999 

** 

Ophthalmia  ) 

► “ 

Neonatorum  ) 

Measles 

cr» 

t 

2 

909 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

2 

8 

: - 

—9 

O 

“ 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  ) 

Cm 

14 

Fever) 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 

- 

*7 

J- 

- 

9m 

mm 

mm 

1 

*** 

fP* 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Tabulated  now  Case  a for  iq^. 


Age  Periods 

Respiratory 
M F 

Non  Pulmonary 
M p 

Total 

Under  1 
1-5 
5-10 
10-25 
25-35 
35-45 

Sf 

6$  and  over 

mm  9m 

1 

•• 

■ 

1 t 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

- *• 

1 

1 . , 
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EXTRACTS  from  the  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  YEAR 


M§.le 

Female 

Sotaj. 

BIRTHS 

LEGITIMATE  40 

ILLEGITIMATE  _ 1 

41 

2 

81 

Total  41 

i'3"J 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . 
Birth  rate  England  and  Wales  , 

» • • 0 ♦ » • 

> * • till 

17.4 

15.7 

Male 

Female 

Total 

STILL  BIRTHS  LEGITIMATE  0 

ILLEGITIMATE 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  population  . ... 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .... 

« • • • 
• • • • 

0.6 

0.37 

Male 

Female 

Total 

DEATHS 

33 

29 

67 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  , 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 

• • • » • • • 

• • • 1 « • 9 

11,4 

11.7 

Death  from  diseases  and  accidents 
and  Child  Births 

of  Pregnancy 

From  Sepsis 

• * • Nil 

From  other  causes  , . . 

• • • N xl 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of 

age i Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total. . 1 

1 

INFAHTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

24.0 

• • • o .... 

Male 

Female 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  - 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age ) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  4 . 

2 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

DEATHS  of 

INFANTS  under  1 year  of  Age 

Male 

Female 

Total 

..  1 

1 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate  . 

..  1 

• • ““ 

1 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  M Ilg  SUPPLY  - Milk  production  continues  to  be  the  major 

agricultural  industry.  Supplies  are  collected  at  the  farms 
in  transport  organised  by  the  various  milk  depots  only  one 
ox  which  is  actually  situated  in  the  Council1 s area#  The 
modernisation  of  the  farm  buildings  including  new  cow-houses 
and  damies  has  made  satisfactory  progress,  and  the  number 
o farms  that  have  attained  Attested  standard  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  adjoining  districts.  Cheese  making 
is  carried  out  on  several  of  the  larger  holdings. 

2*  - The  County  Public  Health  Inspector  undertakes 

the  sampling  of  milk  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1955. 

3*  S^UGHTEIffloySES  - The  number  of  private  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district  has  been  reduced  to  four.  No  slaughtering  has 
taken  place  at  premises  e.t  Bangor-on-Dee,  and  the  licence 
has  been  cancelled. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


lt  - Water  main  extension  schemes  have  been  completed 

during  the  yean  in  the  Parishes  of  Iscoyd,  Bronington,  and 
Hanrner  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  agricultural  industry* 
ihe  Council  is  continuing  negotiations  with  a local  Estate 
in  the  Parish  of  Oyerton  concerning  the  transfer  of  its 
water  supply  distribution  mains  in  order  to  carry  out  proposed 
extensions  to  agricultural  and  other  premises  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  Parish  without  an  adequate  water  supply. 

2 • SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  - NpYurthor  progress  has  been 
ma.de  towaras  the  installation  of  a modern  sewage  disposal 
system  at  Bangor-is-y-coed,  although  an  outline  scheme 
has  been  accepted  in  principle  by  the  appropriate  Government 
Department.  Generally  sewage  disposal  is  not  keeping  pace 
with  water  supply  distribution.  An  unbalanced  position 
is  chereby  created  resulting  in  increased  danger  of  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams. 

3*  BBLIC  CLEAIiS.ps  - The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
satisfactorily  in  the  larger  populated  villages 
oi^  the  district,  and  the  establishment  of  a comprehensive 
scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  Councils  area  is  still  under 
review. 

4*  iffPPS  - No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

5*  CAMPING  SITES  - No  recognised  camping  sites  exist  within 

the  district. 

6*  ABATSl'ISNT  - No  action  has  been  required. 

7*  SWMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS  - None  in  existence  in  the  district. 

RATION  OF. BED  BUGS  - No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

AC T^  1911  & 1Q28  — No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948 


PART  I OF  THE  .ACT 


1.  - INSPECTIONS 

j 

Premises 

(1) 

(1)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  1, 
2,3*4,  & 6 are  to 
be  enforced  by 

M/C  . 

No.  on 

Inspect 

"Written 

Occupiers 

M/C 

line  No 

► Register 

ions 

Notices 

prosecuted 

line  No. 

(2) 

(3) 

(+) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Local  Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by 

1 

4 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

authority 

(3)  Other  Promises 
in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local 

2 

10 

I 

I 

j 

i 

16 

2 

Nil 

2 

Authority 

1 

3 

•i«.in«Pa  -»  U-rr-t-  ►_ 

Nil  j 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

j 

I 

_ 6 

14  ! 

u~1 

2 

Nil 

6 

2.  - CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Wc 

f 

i 

Referred  tc 

Offences  in 

line 

1 Found 

j Remedied 

H.M.  Ins— 

respect  of 

M/C 

No  0 

1 

pec tor 

which  Prosec- 

line 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(?) 

it ions  were 
Instituted, 

No. 

Want  of  Clean- 

(6) 

(7) 

liness  (S.I.) 

4 

2 

2 

- 

4 

Overcrowdings (3. 2 

> 5 

Nil 

Nil 

*■* 

i 

5 

Unreasonable 
temperature (S. 3) 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Inadequate  ven- 
tilation (S.4) 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Ineffective 

drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

; 8 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Sanitary  Conven- 

iences  (3.7): 

( a ) ins  uf  f ic  ic  nt 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

9 

1 

1 

- 

- 

9 

defective 
(c)  Not  separate 

10 

2 

2 

- 

- 

10 

for  sexes 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

•m 

11 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

12 

TOTAL  - 

60 

_x 

1 ... 

m 

-Jill 

60 - 

9 


